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Synopsis

Maria Antonia of Vienna has her whole life mapped out ahead of her. She is to marry Dauphin Louis
Auguste, eldest grandson of King Louis XV. As his wife, she will be called Marie Antoinette, and will
be the highest princess of France. Upon the death of the King, she will become Queen Marie
Antoinette. But she dreads both new roles. | am just thirteen...| am not yet ready to be a dauphine,

let alone Queen, she writes
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Customer Reviews

"l look up now into the oval mirror and see barely a trace of the mud-splattered girl tearing through
the woodland on her horse, or the barefoot girl wading at Schonbrunn... | have become what Mama
set out for me to be. Majestic. A Dauphine and eventually a Queen." So writes the headstrong
13-year-old Maria Antonia--future Queen of France--in her diary on October 23, 1769. In this
engrossing addition to the Royal Diaries series (Elizabeth I: Red Rose of the House of Tudor,
Cleopatra VII: Daughter of the Nile), Kathryn Lasky invents a diary of the young Marie Antoinette in
1769--the year she is to be married off to Dauphin Louis Auguste, eldest grandson of the French
king Louis XV. Arranged marriages were common in that day and age--as the Empress Theresa (of

the Holy Roman Empire of the Germanic Nations) sought to consolidate power among nations by



marrying off her children. Thus, the future of Austria and France falls upon Maria Antonia’s young
shoulders. To prepare her for this awesome responsibility, she must be trained to write, read, speak
French, dress, act... even breathe. Things get even more grim as she is shipped off to the court of
Versailles and introduced to her puffy, awkward future husband and confronted with the court’s
ridiculous customs. Marie--an opinionated and insightful young woman--mocks the court of
"impeccable etiquette and manners" that makes up nasty rhymes about those they hate, but panics
when her hair is mussed. Lasky has done an excellent job of creating a very human character in the
young Marie Antoinette--one whom young readers will want to learn more about. Fortunately, her
story is given plenty of context with an epilogue describing the history of the young Queen after
1769, a historical note offering an 18th-century context, a Habsburg-Bourbon family tree, and

various portraits of the royal family. (Ages 9 to 13) --Karin Snelson

Grade 5-8-Lasky takes historical fact and weaves it into a sympathetic account of an adolescent
Marie Antoinette. Antonia’s diary begins shortly before her politically arranged betrothal and
marriage to Louis Auguste, Dauphin of France. It describes her struggles with strange new customs,
in particular the elaborate French Court etiquette. The descriptions of Versailles and palace life hold
true to fact and fit well into the diary of the Dauphine experiencing her new country. The diary also
does a believable job of taking Marie Antoinette from a girl of 13 to a young woman of 15. Antonia
goes from playing childhood games to become Marie Antoinette, future queen, playing political
games with Madame du Barry. At the conclusion of the novel, an epilogue continues the story to its
historical completion. Notes and a family tree are useful for readers who know little of 18th-century
royalty and politics. This will be a popular addition for readers who favor the diary format in historical
fiction. An excellent companion to this series is Milton Meltzer's Ten Queens (Dutton, 1998).Carolyn

Janssen, Rockford Public Library, IL Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

| bought this book for my nieces. My mom grew up with these books and in her stead | ordered this
entire set. These stories are all about women roll models and strong women through history. | would
definitely recommend the stories. As for the conditionA¢A Afthe book was not in the greatest
condition. It had obviously been loved and most likely in a childA¢A A™s library. All in all these are

great stories and | would definitely recommend them!!!!

| purchased this book for my 10 year old granddaughter who is, currently very interested in the

female crown heads of Europe. She thoroughly enjoyed it. She felt it was well written and added



tremendously to her knowledge base about this very interesting woman who died early.

it was perfect.

| believe this will be a fascinating intro to a part of French history for our avid 11-year-old reader

Great book

Good read

| read this book while in high school and loved it, | re-read it and bought it for my daughter, i hope

she loves it too!This is an easy read about French royalty and it's a must read for every girl that

dreams about Kings, Queens and all things royalty.

Good book. Tells of her early years and what she endured. She writes where you can understand

what is going thru her mind.
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